
Vocabulary; 

Climate The average weather condi-

tions over a long period of time.  

Deforestation -The cutting down and 

clearing of forests.  

Equator- An imaginary circle running 

round the centre of the earth.  

Humid -Feeling very damp due to wa-

ter vapour in the air.  

Native tribes -The original settlers of an 

area.  

Species- A group of similar animals or 

plants  

Weather-  The specific condition on a 

given day.  

Emergent Layer –top level of the rain-

forest 

Canopy Layer—main body of the rain-

forest 

Understorey Layer –layer underneath 

the canopy   

Forest Floor—ground level of the forest  

 

Class  2 Geography 

Knowledge  

Organiser  

Rainforests 

 

Step 1: Where in the world are the rainforests? 

All of the worlds rainforests are in the tropics located either side of the equator.  

Step 2: Rainforest Climate 

The climate is the consistent condi-

tions of temperature and weather con-

ditions of an area over a long period of 

time.  

Weather is the day to day changeable 

conditions of temperature, rainfall and 

sunshine.  

Tropical climates are all located within 

the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.  

Step 3: Layers of the Rainforest 

Rain forests are made up of 4 layers.  

Emergent Layer –top level of the rainforest 

Canopy Layer—main body of the rainforest 

Understorey Layer –layer underneath the canopy   

Forest Floor—ground level of the forest  

Each layer accommodates different plants and crea-

tures and they are all interlocked and important.  

 

Step 4: Life in the rainforest 

The animals will live in different layers of 

the rainforest depending on their diet, 

how much water they needs and their 

shelter needs.  

Monkeys and bats live in the emergent 

layer, while many insets will live in the 

understory and gorillas, leopards and ti-

gers will keep to the forest floor. 

 

Step 5—The Amazon rainforest Compared to forests in 

Cornwall 

Here in the UK we have temperate forests. The trees and 

plants adapt to the 4 seasons while in the Amazon the 

weather does not change as much all year around. With the 

different climates both forests have very different plants 

and creatures in them.  

 

Step 6: Protecting the rainforests 

Due to human activity huge areas of the 

rainforests are cleared daily. There are 

many reasons for this, to provide land for 

housing and farming, to use the wood for 

building, natural disasters or to dig up the 

area to mine for local resources. There are 

some things we can all do to reduce and 

prevent deforestation. By opting to use 

fair trade products, reducing the amount 

of wasted paper and thinking about where 

our red meat comes from. 


