
Year 3 - Writing Progression of Knowledge and Skills 

 
       

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Sp
el

lin
g 

To spell words with a short /u/ sound 
spelt with ‘ou’ (e.g. young, touch, 

double, trouble, country). 
 

To spell most words with the prefixes 
dis-, mis-, 

bi-, re- and de- correctly (e.g. 
disobey, mistreat, bicycle, reapply, 

defuse). 

To spell words with the / eɪ/ sound spelt 
‘ei’, ‘eigh’, or ‘ey’ (e.g. vein, weigh, eight, 

neighbour, they, obey). 
 
 
 

Words that end 
in ‘le’,‘al’ or ‘ic’ and the exceptions to 

the rules. 
 

Words where the digraph ‘ch’ makes a /k/ 
sound 

 

Spelling revision 
 
 

To spell words with the 
/ɪ/ sound spelt ‘y’ in a position other 

than at the end of words (e.g. 
mystery, gym). 

 

To spell words with added suffixes 
beginning with a vowel (-er/-ed/- ing) 

to words with 
more than one syllable (unstressed 

last syllable, 
e.g. limiting offering). 

 

To spell most words with the suffix -ly 
with no change to the root word 

To spell words with a 
/k/ sound spelt with ‘ch’ (e.g. scheme, 

chorus, chemist, echo, character). 

 

To spell words ending with the /zher/ 
sound spelt with ‘sure’ (e.g. measure, 

treasure, pleasure, enclosure). 

 
To spell words ending with the /cher/ 
sound spelt with ‘ture’ (e.g. creature, 
furniture, picture, nature, adventure). 

 

To spell words with added suffixes 
beginning with a vowel (-er/-ed/- en/-

ing) to words with more than one 
syllable (stressed last syllable, 

e.g. forgotten beginning 
 

To spell some more complex 
homophones and near-homophones, 

including here/hear, brake/break and 
mail/ male. 

 

Words ending in ‘-ly’; exceptions 
To spell words ending in the /g/ sound 
spelt ‘gue’ and the /k/ sound spelt ‘que’ 
(e.g. league, tongue, antique, unique). 

 

To use the first two or three letters of a word 
to check its spelling in a dictionary. 
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 Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
that are needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent 
to one another, are best left unjoined  
 
Increase the legibility, consistency and 
quality of their handwriting. 
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Plan their writing by:  
 
Discussing writing similar to that which 
they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar.  
 
Discussing and recording ideas. 
 
Compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(including dialogue), progressively 
building a varied and rich vocabulary and 
an increasing range of sentence 
structures. 
In non-narrative material, using simple 
organisational devices [for example, 
headings and sub-headings]. 
 
Proof-read for spelling and punctuation 
errors. 
 
Assess the effectiveness of their own and 
others’ writing and suggesting 
improvements. 
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Extend the range of sentences with more 
than one clause by using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including when, if, because, 
although. 
 
Use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to express time and cause. 
 
Use fronted adverbials. 
 
Use commas after fronted adverbials. 
 
 

Extend the range of sentences with more 
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Use the present perfect form of verbs in 
contrast to the past tense. 
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prepositions to express time and cause. 
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Use and punctuate direct speech. 
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Use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to express time and cause. 
 
Use fronted adverbials. 
 
Use commas after fronted adverbials. 
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contrast to the past tense. 
 
 
Use and punctuate direct speech. 
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 Commas Commas Inverted commas Inverted commas Inverted commas Inverted commas 

Te
rm

in
ol

og
y preposition, conjunction, word family, 

prefix, clause, subordinate clause  
preposition, conjunction, word family, 
prefix, clause, subordinate clause 

 inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’) 
 
direct speech 

inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’) 
 
direct speech 

inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’) 
 
direct speech 

inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’) 
 
direct speech 

 
 


