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Year 4 - Writing Progression of Knowledge and Skills

Spelling

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Words ending in '-ation’ Words ending in -sion Words where ‘au’ makes an /or/ Words that are homophones Words that are plurals with possessive
Words that are homophones: sound apostrophes

accept, except, knot, not, peace,
piece, plain, plane, weather, whether

information, sensation, preparation,
vibration, decoration, donation,
duration, registration, population,

expansion, extension, comprehension,
tension, suspension, exclusion,
provision explosion, erosion, invasion

automatic, August, launch, haul,
astronaut, cause, author, applaud,
autumn, audience

scene, who's, affect, hear, whose, heal,
effect, here, heel, seen

girls’, boys’, babies’, children’s, men’s,
mice’s, ladies’, cats’, women's, geese’s

Words with the prefix 'in-" meaning ‘not’

inability, inactive, inadequate, incorrect,
incurable, indefinite, inelegant, inflexible,
insecure, invisible

Words ending in "-ation’

adoration, admiration, coronation,
detonation, observation, location,
generation, exploration, combination,
illustration

Words ending in -ous

poisonous, dangerous, mountainous,
marvellous, perilous, tremendous,
enormous, jealous, precious, disastrous

Words ending in -tion

invention, injection, action, hesitation,
completion, stagnation nomination,
migration, communication, selection

Words spelled with ‘c’ before ‘i’ and ‘e’
circle, century, centaur, circus, princess,
voice, medicine, celebrate, celery, pencil

Words with the prefixes 'il-, ‘im-" and ‘ir-’

illegal, illegible, immature, immortal,
impossible, impatient, imperfect,
irregular, irrelevant, irresponsible

Words ending "-ly’

sadly, completely, wildly, bravely, gently,
foolishly, proudly, horribly, nervously,

happily

Words ending in "-ous’ incl. those where
‘ge’ from the base word remains

courageous, outrageous, nervous, famous,
adventurous, disadvantageous, ridiculous,
carnivorous, rapturous, torturous

Words ending in -sion

expression, discussion, confession,
permission, admission, impression,
obsession, procession, omission,
concussion

Words containing ‘sol’ and ‘real’

solve, insoluble, real, reality, dissolve,
solution, realistic, unreal, realisation,
soluble

Words with the prefix 'sub-' meaning
‘below’ or ‘further divided’

subdivide, subheading, subject, submarine,
submerge, submit, substandard, subtitle,
subtropical, subway

Words where ‘ch’ makes a /sh/ sound

chef, chalet, machine, brochure,
parachute, chute, chaperone, chandelier,
crochet, quiche

Words where a suffix is added to words
ending in ‘y

merriment, happiness, plentiful, penniless,
happily, prettiest, nastiness, beautiful,
pitiful, silliness

Words ending in -cian

musician, magician, electrician, politician,
mathematician, technician, optician,
beautician, physician, dietician

Words containing ‘phon’ and ‘sign’

signal, telephone, assign, microphone,
homophone, sign, phonics, signature,
megaphone, design

Revision Words

Letter formation

and handwriting

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes
that are needed to join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent
to one another, are best left unjoined

Increase the legibility, consistency and
quality of their handwriting.
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to one another, are best left unjoined

Increase the legibility, consistency and
quality of their handwriting.

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes
that are needed to join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent
to one another, are best left unjoined

Increase the legibility, consistency and
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Increase the legibility, consistency and
quality of their handwriting.

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes
that are needed to join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent
to one another, are best left unjoined

Increase the legibility, consistency and
quality of their handwriting.

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes
that are needed to join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent
to one another, are best left unjoined

Increase the legibility, consistency and
quality of their handwriting.
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Year 4 - Writing Progression of Knowledge and Skills

Planning and editing

Plan their writing by:

Discussing writing similar to that which
they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure,
vocabulary and grammar.

Discussing and recording ideas.

Compose and rehearse sentences orally
(including dialogue), progressively
building a varied and rich vocabulary and
an increasing range of sentence
structures.

Organising paragraphs around a theme.

In non-narrative material, using simple
organisational devices [for example,
headings and sub-headings].

Assess the effectiveness of their own and
others’ writing and suggest improvements.

Propose changes to grammar and
vocabulary to improve consistency,
including the accurate use of pronouns in
sentences.

Read aloud their own writing, to a group
or the whole class, using appropriate
intonation and controlling the tone and
volume so that the meaning is clear.
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Use the present perfect form of verbs in
contrast to the past tense.

Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately
for clarity and cohesion and to avoid

repetition.

Use and punctuate direct speech.
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Terminology [Punctuat, Composition
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